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On Thursday, September 15, 2022, 
Northcrest Developments and 
Canada Lands Company convened 
the fourth meeting of the id8 
Downsview Community Resource 
Group (CRG). This was the first 
hybrid meeting with participants 
and project team members 
participating in-person at 
Bombardier facilities and virtually 
over Zoom video conferencing 
software.  
 
Third Party Public (formerly 
Swerhun Inc.) facilitated the 
meeting and wrote this summary. 
As facilitators that are not 
advocating for any particular 
outcome of this project, Third Party 
Public’s intent with this summary is 
to capture the perspectives shared 
during the discussion, not to assess 
the merit or accuracy of these 
perspectives. This summary does 
not indicate an endorsement of any 
of these perspectives on the part of 
Northcrest or Canada Lands. 
 
This draft summary is subject to 
participant review before being 
finalized. If you have any 
questions about this summary, 
please contact the id8 Downsview 
team at info@id8downsview.ca or 
(647) 245 3399. 
 
 
 
 

id8 Downsview  
Community Resource Group – Meeting 4 
Thursday, September 15, 2022  
5 – 7 p.m. via Zoom 
 

SUMMARY  
 
The fourth meeting of the id8 Downsview Community Resource 
Group (CRG) was hosted in a hybrid format with participants 
joining in-person at the Downsview Lands (Bombardier facilities) 
and virtually via Zoom platform. The purpose of the meeting was 
to provide updates on: 
• concurrent planning processes on id8 Downsview lands, 
• the status of Northcrest and Canada Lands-led work related to 

equity values and the City of Toronto’s work on Community 
Development Plan; and  

• xoxo Downsview.     
 
Please note the following attachments: 
 
ATTACHMENT 1. Site Tour Overview Summary  
ATTACHMENT 2. Agenda 
ATTACHMENT 3. Participants 
ATTACHMENT 4. Combined slides 
 
 

1. PLANNING UPDATES 
id8 Community Resource Group members were provided with the 
following updates: 
 
• 1st District, also known as the Hangar District (Northcrest): 

Northcrest shared a quick overview of the process and context 
to date. The 1st District Plan (Hangar District) was submitted to 
the City of Toronto in May 2022. The project team has 
participated in a series of summer community-led activities 
and will continue to have ongoing consultation. 
 

• Downsview West District (Canada Lands): Canada Lands 
shared that they are starting a planning process for the 
Downsview West District and provided an update on the 
engagement plan and the anticipated timeline. The 
Downsview West District intends to build on the id8 
Framework Plan Guiding Principles and learnings developed 
from previous engagements. The project team committed to 
keeping CRG members informed about any participation 
opportunities for any upcoming engagements (planned for 
late fall and early winter). 
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• Update Downsview (City of Toronto): The 
City of Toronto shared general updates on the 
Update Downsview process and the overview 
of planning and policy work underway. Shared 
next steps included completing draft 
deliverables during Fall 2022 and coordinating 
for a public event with the applicant team.  

 

2. EQUITY VALUES AND COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

 

• Update on Equity Values (Landowners): 
Northcrest and Canada Lands project team 
provided a status update on the draft 
equity values presented at the previous 
CRG meeting.  The project team noted that 
they continue to work with their 
consultants, Monumental Projects on a 
draft equity toolkit that will help put draft 
values into practice. The project team will 
be piloting the draft tool internally. The 
project team will come back to the CRG to 
seek further feedback on this work.  
 

• Community Development Plan (City of 
Toronto): The City of Toronto shared 
information on the Community 
Development Plan. The presentation 
included the definition of community 
development plan, the objectives, the 
engagement approach and schedule. The 
City of Toronto representative also noted 
that the City will be holding community 
engagement to inform Community 
Development Plan over the Fall of 2022. 
 

3. XOXO DOWNSVIEW AND OTHER 
EVENTS 

 
• XOXO Downsview (Northcrest and 

Canada Lands): The project team provided 
an overview of XOXO Downsview activities 

and installations over the summer months. 
The overview included highlights and 
images from Wind Rose exhibition 
including the installation by Born in the 
North and the most recent installation of 
the “Fabric of Community” showcasing the 
crocheted mandalas. The project team also 
talked about the XOXO Downsview 
Advisory Committee and the upcoming 
XOXO Downsview Design Competition 
among emerging local artists to select the 
next three installations for the Wind Rose.  
 

• Other events: (Northcrest and Canada 
Lands). The project team also shared 
updates and images from Play on the 
Runway Event. 
   

• Other updates:  
o Membership change: A welcome 

was given to new and existing id8 
CRG members joining the group, 
Alex Grenzebach (North York 
Community Preservation Panel) and 
Sharon Mourer (Alternate). 

o Terms of Reference (TOR): Minor 
updates were made to the TOR, 
clarifying CRG mandate and 
application / selection process for 
new stakeholders interested in 
joining CRG. 

 

4. FEEDBACK AND QUESTIONS 
 

Following the presentations, CRG members shared 
questions and comments. Listed below are the 
comments and questions shared by CRG members 
organized by key areas of interest. 

PLANNING & PROCESS 

• Interest in understanding the OPA 
application status and future changes to 
zoning. Participants were looking for 
clarification if the application had been 
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submitted and if there would be changes to the 
zoning by-law. The project team confirmed that 
the OPA application was submitted last 
September 2021 and it is anticipated that 
there will be zoning changes, as the airport will 
not be in use anymore.  The City has also 
confirmed that they received the OPA 
application and that is reviewing it as part of 
the broader Secondary Plan review process. 
 

• Clarification on the storm water 
management standards for the site. The 
project team clarified that the minimum 
standard is Level 1, and the landowner team is 
endeavouring to reach Toronto Green 
Standard Level 3.  

 
• Clarification on what decisions are being 

made at this stage in the planning process. 
At a high level – which areas should be 
residential/commercial, broad structural 
elements, etc. More detailed plans, such as 
setbacks, heights, etc. will be made at the level 
of zoning by-law amendment stage.  

 
 
COMMUNITY BENEFITS AND EQUITY-BASED 
VALUES 
 
Clarify how the landowners and Monumental 
Projects are collaborating on the equity tool and 
how final decisions will be made. Participants 
were interested in understanding how the 
landowners were incorporating recommendations 
from Monumental Projects and what would 
happen if there was a disagreement on the 
recommendations. The project team clarified that 
Monumental is designing a toolkit and not 
providing recommendations.  The project team 
emphasized that equity was a critical factor to the 
project team and the id8 lands-related work and 
they were committed to go through the process.  
 
Share examples of how the equity tool will be 
applied. A participant shared that “toolkit” can 
be a bit vague and that examples of application 
would be helpful to understanding the draft 

equity tool. The project team shared that they are 
not ready to share the draft equity tool but 
described the tool as an additional “lens” with a 
series of prompts and questions that force the user 
to think about equity.  
 
Remember that equity is not just a check box. 
Equity is about embedding values and practices 
into the work and setting hard targets. Consider 
how to embed equity into the work. Look for 
opportunities to assign a “numbers goals” and 
find ways to ensure goals are directly connected 
to the values.   
 
XOXO DOWNSVIEW  
Consider preserving the XOXO Downsview 
Installations. There was a suggestion that if the 
art installations are moveable and transportable 
to other spaces to figure out ways to preserve 
them. The project team shared that they were 
collaborating with groups like North York Arts to 
figure this out and were open to any suggestions.  
 
Continue to raise awareness about XOXO 
Downsview design competitions. There was an 
interest in understanding how the XOXO 
Downsview Design Competition could be accessed 
for possible collaborations. The project team noted 
that they had connected with various universities, 
local organizations and were collaborating with 
North York Arts. They remain open to other 
suggestions and collaborations. 
 

5. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

• Northcrest has extended an invitation to the 
upcoming Light Up Downsview, drone light 
show, on November 12. Northcrest encourage 
id8 CRG members to register and share with 
their networks.   
 

• Our Greenway Conservancy provided an 
update on upcoming events and partnership 
with the City of Toronto.  
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6. WRAP-UP AND NEXT STEPS 
 

Northcrest and Canada Lands thanked everyone 
for taking the time to participate and noted the 
next meeting would be held sometime around late 
November or early December. The project team 
emphasized that if there was any additional 
feedback or questions, Northcrest, Canada Lands, 
the City of Toronto and the facilitation team are 
always available. 
 
The facilitation team committed to sharing the 
meeting summary in draft for participant review 
and to following up with a feedback form for CRG 
members to share their thoughts. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENT 1. Site Tour Overview Summary 
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BRIEF SUMMARY NOTES 
 
 
On Thursday, September 15th, 2022 
Northcrest and Canada Lands hosted a site 
tour for members of the CRG. This was the 
third such tour, intended to get CRG 
members acquainted with the 520 acres of 
Downsview lands, and for coming together to 
observe the work in progress and discuss the 
future of the site.  
 
The site tour was led by Ian Hanecak from 
Northcrest and Jacob Larsen from Canada 
Lands Company (CLC); with additional 
support from Bombardier staff. Four members 
of the CRG, along with a City staff member 
working on the Update Downsview study 
attended the tour.  
 
The group moved around the site for 3.5 
hours in a vehicle and on foot, and explored 
the XOXO Downsview artwork in Downsview 
Park, the Bombardier Centre for Aerospace 
and Aviation at Centennial College, the 

Supply Depot at 40 Carl Hall Road, and the 
Bombardier site, including the runway and 
hangars.  
 
The tour was followed by a hybrid CRG 
meeting at the Bombardier site, where more 
members of the CRG joined the discussion in-
person and online.  
This summary was written by the Third Party 
Public team and is intended to convey the 
experience of the tour and ideas exchange in 
very broad strokes. The summary will be sent 
for participant review in a draft format 
before being made available publicly.  

 

Key Points of Discussion 
 
The tour is an exciting opportunity. Coming 
together on the site to observe the ongoing 
work was received as an important and 
exciting opportunity.  
 
Bring community to the runway. There was 
excitement for more interim activation 
opportunities that would open up the runway 
and its unique perspective to general public, 
similar to the Play on the Runway event.  
 

Appreciation for repurposing and 
retrofitting infrastructure. There was 
support and appreciation for retrofitting and 
repurposing at the Bombardier Centre for 
Aerospace and Aviation at Centennial 
College; and encouragement to continue 
preserving heritage features in future 
infrastructure development.  
 
Support for retaining elements from the 
hangars and the runway. Ways to retain 
original elements from the hangars and from 
the runway itself should be explored in future 
development.  
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Consider designing spaces for post-
pandemic reality. Homes and co-working 
spaces could be designed to allow for virtual 
and hybrid work, understanding that this is 
becoming a norm. A suggestion included 
activating dormant structures like vacant 
storefronts to create this.  
 
Walkability should be a priority. 
Walkability to grocery stores and other 
amenities is currently low in nearby 

neighborhoods, and thus should be of higher 
priority in this development.  
 
Celebrate Downsview Park and the mound. 
Art installations should be created to 
commemorate that the mound at Downsview 
Park is the highest point in Toronto. 
 
 
 

 

 
PARTICIPANTS ON THE TOUR INCLUDED:  
 
Christina Giannelia (North York Arts), Sharon Mourer (North York Community Preservation Panel), 
Alex Grenzebach (North York Community Preservation Panel), Nombuso Dlamini (York University 
City Institute), and PC Wasserman. Landowners: Northcrest (Ian Hanecack), Canada Lands 
(Jacob Larsen). Facilitator: Third Party Public (Pragya Priyadarshini).
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ATTACHMENT 2: AGENDA 
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ATTACHMENT 3: PARTICIPANTS  
 
The 25 people who attended this meeting are identified in bold in the table below, including 12 CRG 
members, 4 people from the City of Toronto, 5 people from the landowners (Northcrest and Canada Lands), 
and 4 others.  Note that some organizational members of the CRG have only identified a main 
representative, and for this reason, there are some organizations where an alternate is not named.  
 

Role Organization (if any) Name 
CRG 
Members 

31 Division Community Police Liaison 
Committee 

Mark Tenaglia, Lily Wong (alternate) 

Centennial College Andrew Petrou, Steven Iczkovitz (alternate) 
Condo Corp MTCC 1275  Lisa Robles, Anita Cayetano (alternate) 
Downsview Lands Community Voice 
Association 

Rosanna Laboni, Josie Casciato (alternate)  

DUKE Heights BIA Joe Pantalone, David Hertzman (alternate) 
FIT Community Services Antonius Clarke, Javon  Nelson 
North York Arts Cecilia Garcia, Christina Giannelia 
North York Community Preservation Panel Alex Grenzebach, Sharon Mourer (alternate) 
Our Greenway Conservancy Darnel Harris, Diana Guzman Porras (alternate) 
Social Planning Toronto Israt Ahmed, Melissa Wong (alternate) 
St. Jerome Catholic School Parent 
Council 

Adriana Aviles 

- Kai ner Maa Pitanta 
TTCriders Michael Arkin 
Walk Toronto Rogers Brooks 
Wilson Village BIA Anthony Rossi 
York University City Institute Frederick Peter, Nombuso Dlamini (alternate) 
Individual member Veronica Allen 
Individual member Dale Burnette-Splude 
Individual member Kim MacNeil 
Individual member Mike Ruffolo 
Individual member Rina Taddei  
Individual member Ben West 

Ex-Officio City of Toronto Councillor Councillor James Pasternak, Aytakin Mohammadi, 
Hector Alonso 

Ex-Officio City of Toronto Jessica Krushnisky; Sundus Balata; John Smith; 
Jedrek So 

Convenors Northcrest Developments Chris Eby, Ian Hanecak, Marina Sheehan 
Canada Lands Company David Anselmi, Martin Ennis, Jacob Larsen 

Facilitation Third Party Public (formerly Swerhun Inc.) Ruth Belay, Yulia Pak, Pragya Priyadarshini and 
Khly Lamparero 
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ATTACHMENT 4: COMBINDED SLIDES  
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