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On Tuesday, October 26, 2021, 
Northcrest Developments and 
Canada Lands Company 
convened the first meeting of the 
id8 Downsview Community 
Resource Group (CRG).  
 
Due to COVID-19 physical 
distancing requirements, the 
meeting was held virtually over 
Zoom video conferencing 
software.  
 
Swerhun Inc. facilitated the 
meeting and wrote this summary. 
As facilitators that are not 
advocating for any particular 
outcome of this project, Swerhun 
Inc.’s intent with this summary is 
to capture the perspectives 
shared during the discussion, not 
to assess the merit or accuracy of 
these perspectives. This summary 
does not indicate an endorsement 
of any of these perspectives on 
the part of Northcrest or Canada 
Lands. 
 
A draft of this summary was 
distributed to participants for 
review prior to being finalized, 
and suggested edits have been 
incorporated. If you have any 
questions about this summary, 
please contact the id8 Downsview 
team at info@id8downsview.ca or 
(647) 245 3399.  
 
 

id8 Downsview  
Community Resource Group – Meeting 1 
Tuesday, October 26, 2021  
5 – 7 pm via Zoom 
 

SUMMARY  
 
This first meeting of the id8 Downsview Community Resource Group 
(CRG) focused on welcoming and introducing the members to the 
landowners and each other, reviewing the CRG Terms of Reference 
and a few slides to orient the CRG to the work completed to date. 
Discussion focused on the priorities that CRG members have for the 
process and/or the future of these lands. The agenda is included as 
Attachment 1, the list of participants as Attachment 2, and the slides 
shared by Northcrest and Canada Lands as Attachment 3.  
 
1. MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 
 
Participating CRG members represented a range of sectors, including 
local residents, Business Improvement Areas, community 
organizations, educational institutions as well as citywide advocates. 
The mandates and interests of the members are diverse, covering 
transit and active transportation, social equity, safety, heritage, arts 
and culture, greenspace, the local economy, and others. 

 
In discussions about priorities for the future, CRG members said: 

 
• Ensure that consultation related to the future of these lands will 

continue over the long term and that this is reflected in the 
longitudinal timeline for the project; 

• Create a data trust to hold research and learnings; 
• Bring consistency to how publicly accessible spaces are managed; 
• Ensure we don’t forget how well we have been going and recognize 

that things don’t happen overnight; 
• Maintain Downsview Park’s status as the intersection between the 

past and the future, the spiritual and the cultural, the tech and the 
environment, the individual and the family; 

• Recognize that communities change over time and we have to 
continue to review our priorities in an ongoing way; 

• Prioritize smart planning – making sure things are connected, 
creating a 15-minute community that’s walkable and bikeable, and 
filling the gap for resources that we’re low on in our community – 
spaces where people can meet and connect; and 

• Expand food production opportunities on the site to help address 
food insecurity – one of the biggest issues in the area. 
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2. INTRODUCTIONS 

All meeting participants were asked to share their name, the organization they are representing on the CRG (for 
organizational members), and why are you/your organization is interested in participating in the CRG process. The table 
below summarizes what they said.  

Member About you/your organization and your/your organization’s interest in participating 
Ex-Officio 
Member 
Member of 
Parliament 
Ya’ara Saks 

• I’m the re-elected Member of Parliament for York Centre and I’m excited to be here.  
From our first meeting with the landowners to discuss Downsview Park and the 
surrounding lands, it’s been clear that what’s important is a holistic approach that 
really integrates all the members of our communities and their viewpoints, and the 
history of this neighbourhood and this area. 

• This isn’t a project for today, tomorrow, or even for the next year, but for multiple 
years, and the development of the site is going to be for generations. We need to 
think about this area as a place that will grow with us, and for our children and even 
our grandchildren into an environment and a landscape that is inviting, that is 
nourishing, that is creative and that sustains our communities and helps them grow 
into their best potential.  

• It’s rare that we have such a space to look at and mould from the start. And that’s 
what so unique about this process and all the stakeholders that are here.  

• I’m grateful to Northcrest and Canada Lands for convening this group. You are 
going to be part of a very important process and thanks to all of you for putting up 
your hands to be part of it. It’s not easy to put up your hand to be involved. We all 
have lots to say and lots to share, and this will be a give and take sharing process 
that will be extremely valuable as we envision together what this area will be.  

31 Division 
Community 
Police Liaison 
Committee  
Mark Tenaglia 
and Lily Wong 
(alternate) 

• Committee is heavily involved in helping solve issues in the community, with a focus 
on crime prevention. Members of the Committee are civilians. Mark has been on 
Committee for almost 7 years. 

• Project is a large piece of land in 31 Division, which is the focus of Committee. 
Project is important and want to assist in any way we can. 

• Want to be involved so can add information from (and take information back to) the 
community to let their voices be heard, and to the Police Service.  

Centennial 
College 
Shannon Brooks*, 
Steven Iczkovitz 
(alternate) 
*Note that Andrew 
Petrou replaced 
Shannon as the rep for 
Centennial College 

• Already have a location in Downsview Park – Centennial’s Bombardier Aerospace 
and Aviation Campus – and both Shannon and Steven were deeply engaged in the 
building of the campus. Thrilled the campus is so successful. 

• Want to participate in CRG so can represent the College and its students in the 
discussion.  

• The College is also working with the Downsview Aerospace Innovation Hub. 

MTCC 1275 
Condo 
Corporation at 
Keele and 
Sheppard  

• Grown up in area, been here 45 years. Closely connected to other condo 
corporations next door. 

• Primary reason to be involved is to make sure the needs and wants of the 
community are addressed. We’d like to see community space, something that would 
prevent more traffic, so people can enjoy the space around them. 
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Member About you/your organization and your/your organization’s interest in participating 
Lisa Robles 
Downsview 
Lands 
Community 
Voice 
Association 
Rosanna Iaboni 

• Been living in Downsview since 1968. Grew up at Jane and Wilson, got married and 
moved to Jane and Finch, and now live at Dufferin and Wilson. 

• DLCVA has been in existence since 1993. It is one of the resident associations that is 
closest to the lands being developed. 

DUKE Heights 
Business 
Improvement 
Area (BIA) Joe 
Pantalone, David 
Hertzmann 
(alternate) 

• I’m the special advisor to the DUKE Heights BIA, primarily on transportation 
planning, development, and public realm issues.  

• The BIA is immediately to the north of the Canada Lands and Northcrest lands 
(between Dufferin, the Allen, and Keele) and has over 12,500 businesses and 
employs over 32,000 people.  

• We’re very much interested and generally supportive of what’s going on, would like 
to see the connections – physical and otherwise – included as part of this process. 
Appreciative of the opportunity to be involved and look forward to building the 
region into something even better than it is.  

FIT Community 
Services 
Antonius Clarke 

• Great to see such a vibrant group of people. Very privileged to be here, thank you to 
the team. 

• I’m here because I grew up in the community. When I was a boy, I used to enjoy 
watching the Scottish Highland Games here – put on by the Canadian Military. 

• My brother was a machine-gunner who eventually left the army. I found myself at 
Downsview Park and established Friends in Trouble, a community organization to 
help my friends in trouble. It became Friends in Toronto, as the group and the work 
we did matured. We have continued to blossom at the Park and there’s so much 
happening and changing always.  

• I’m very happy to see how we can contribute with what we’ve learned over the 
years, and how we can help, in whatever way possible, what it looks like moving 
forward – as we look towards collective sustainability and harmony. 

North York Arts 
Cecilia Garcia 

• We are a local arts service organization for North York. We deliver a lot of programs 
that serve both the community and artists in North York. In 2022 (next year), we will 
be working a lot in Downsview Park because of the Year of Public Art and 
ArtWorksTO. We’re really excited to be in Downsview Park, and the Downsview 
neighbourhood in general, which are areas that we have programs in.  

• We think it’s important to be a part of this conversation so we can bring things back 
to the artists we work with and see how art can play a part in the future.  

North York 
Community 
Preservation 
Panel 
Geoff Kettel 

• Past Chair of the Preservation Panel which is a City Council-appointed volunteer 
committee pushing for character and heritage in North York to identify and protect 
valuable spaces and buildings and built heritage in North York. Rosanna Iaboni 
(also on the CRG) is one of our members as well. 

• We were involved in saving 65 Carl Hall Road about 10 years ago (the Centennial 
College location in Downsview Park) – that was a big issue at the time, and it’s so 
great to see it a success. 
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Member About you/your organization and your/your organization’s interest in participating 
• We’re interested in good planning, and I’m quite impressed with what’s going on 

here. It’s an outstanding project that folks are involved in – congratulations and 
thank you.  

Our Greenway 
Conservancy 
Darnel Harris, 
Diana Guzman 
Porras (alternate) 

• I’m Darnel Harris, Executive Director of Our Greenway Conservancy. A lot of our 
work has been in northwest Toronto, trying to work with the City and the community 
to create a conservancy that will provide a financial basis and organizational basis 
to improve spaces and pathways available for use by the community.  

• We also work to expand people’s access to cargo cycles. We’re working on 
regulation across the country, as well as issues related to production and access. 
We created the cargo bike library; we won a grant from the Government of Ontario 
for a program for seniors; and overall, our focus is on being able to expand mobility 
options in northwest Toronto, and we look forward to working with Northcrest and 
Canada Lands for years to come. 

• I’m Diana, and I’ve been with the Greenway since it was founded. I’m a sociologist, 
a translator, and I am the Operations and Research Manager, which includes taking 
care of social media for the Greenway.  

Social Planning 
Toronto 
Israt Ahmed 

• I’m a Senior Community Planner at Social Planning Toronto. Our organization 
conducts social policy research. 

• Our interest at this table is to bring equity perspectives so we can take community 
benefits to the most vulnerable in our society and make sure we can minimize the 
harm from this development.  

• For us, it’s another layer of community engagement. A platform to have more 
constructive conversations. Thank you for having me.  

St. Jerome 
Catholic School 
Parent Council 
Adriana Aviles 

• I chair the Parent Council at St. Jerome Elementary School.  
• All of this is new to me. I’ve chaired the Council the last 2 years and been on the 

Council the last 7 years, and I really have a devotion to community. Part of 
prevention is also setting everyone up for success. I feel like I represent the youngest 
members of our community. Our school is primarily made up of people of colour. 
This is also a learning process for me -- there’s so much that can be done, and so 
many people are doing things. 

• The community is growing so quickly, and we have many small schools in our area. 
Our school has the capacity for 600-700 kids and we’re almost there. We’re 
interested in knowing what the new development, and more people, will mean for 
our school and our Board. 

Tahj Consulting 
Symone Walters 

• Hi everyone, I’m excited to be here. Nice to be a part of this group. Tahj Consulting 
looks deeply into gentrification and Black displacement. We’re looking at how this 
redevelopment is impacting Black bodies.  

• I was born and raised in Jane and Finch – 3 generations of us – and am very deeply 
involved in the community there. As we know it’s adjacent to this site and it’s going 
through its own redevelopment. We’re trying to figure out how to create synergies 
as both projects are unfolding.  

• I am also here to lend my voice – as much as I can – to ensure that the voices of the 
Black community are represented in this development in a very tangible and 
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Member About you/your organization and your/your organization’s interest in participating 
structural ways. Thank you for having me and I’m excited to see what happens after 
this. 

TTCriders 
Michael Arkin 

• I’m honoured to represent TTCriders. We’re transit advocates speaking for the 
nearly 1 million people using the TTC every day. We advocate for accessible, 
frequent, dignified public transit. Our expertise is in transit planning, accessibility 
issues, and active transportation.  

• The Downsview lands represent a once-in-a-generation opportunity to develop a 
complete community brought to life by active and public transportation.  

• TTCriders want to help develop this community, building on the truly remarkable 
public transit resources of the GO station, subway stations, and major bus routes 
serving the lands. I’m especially interested in supporting active transportation like 
walking and cycling and want to ensure the necessary connections are built in the 
first phase of development. I look forward to working with all of you.  

Walk Toronto 
Sonali Praharaj 

• I’m a Steering Committee member of Walk Toronto. We are a pedestrian advocacy 
group that works at various levels with the government, community groups, and 
citizens to improve walking conditions and walking safety in Toronto.  

• In this project, our interest is a focus on walkability – both in terms of the network 
level and creating a more inclusive walking environment for users of different 
abilities.  

• I’m especially impressed that this project doesn’t just touch on walkability but also 
creates new standards which we can use as examples for communities in the future. 
We’ve seen that progress over the last couple of years and it’s been exciting to see 
how much effort has been put into it. Thank you for making us part of the discussion 
and I’m excited to be here.  

Wilson Village 
Business 
Improvement 
Area (BIA) 
Anthony Rossi 

• I’m currently the Treasurer of the Wilson Village Business Improvement Area, which 
is an area along Wilson from Keele to approximately Dufferin Street. The BIA is on 
the CRG to promote connectivity and new opportunities along the Wilson corridor. 
We’re very excited about this program and we’re hoping we’ll get real results that 
benefit the entire community. And it’s great to see other BIAs involved as well – with 
Joe Pantelone and others, it’s very exciting. 

• It’s great to see such a diverse group with multiple interests, and in some cases, a 
long history in the area. 

• In my current role, I’m the Director of Land Development and Government Relations 
for the Coco Group. In my former life, I was a Planner with the former City of North 
York, so I have a bit of history with these lands that goes way back.  

York University 
City Institute 
Nombuso Dlamini 

• I’m a Professor at York University and I’m representing the City Institute. My interest 
comes from the way that York University touches the lives of many people in the 
area that is being developed. The City Institute studies the way in which the city 
functions – the machineries that make the city function – including people. 

• I’m here to learn about how the University can be part of the process of 
development; to learn about the way in which land development happens, and to 
see how the project will differentiate between regentrification and redevelopment. A 
lot of what has been going on in Toronto is regentrification, which is getting rid of 



 
id8 Downsview Community Resource Group Meeting 1  6 

Member About you/your organization and your/your organization’s interest in participating 
people that Toronto considers not necessarily worthy of the city and making them 
disappear and hiding them somehow in ways that are very challenging. 

• What really brings me here is to learn ways in which I can say to myself as a 
professor, I do know how to educate and open up opportunities for young people to 
learn about the way the space they live in becomes what they make out of it. The 
mystification of how land is developed is something that needs to be handled at a 
very early age.  

• A lot of us grow up not knowing how the spaces we embody actually function (e.g., 
a lot of my students don’t even know that there is a geography to the way the 
subway operates and the TTC functions).  

• For me, it’s about learning and showing that the mystification of land development, 
land gentrification, which is really what’s going on in Toronto – making Toronto a 
world class city – are one and the same and occupy the same side of the coin. 

Guest invited to 
CRG Meeting 1 
Toronto Council 
Fire Native 
Cultural Centre  
Theo Nazary 

• Based out of Regent Park in Downtown Toronto. Similar experiences in Regent Park 
as faced in Jane and Finch and other parts of the city that are being gentrified. 

• We’re here to learn and listen and hopefully engage in a meaningful way. Thanks 
for having us. 

Individual 
member 
Ben West 

• Thank you to everybody that’s here. It’s an honour to be part of this group. I recently 
moved here and I love it here, and I want to be of service to the community. I’m a 
person learning to live with a disability, so I bring that perspective to the group. As 
well as somebody that moved here because I want to be close to a park. I’m excited 
about this development and what’s happening in this area. I think it’s an exciting 
opportunity to be a part of something important, and I really honour the 
contribution that everybody is making here. 

Individual 
member 
Dale Burnette-
Splude 

• I have lived in this neighbourhood for about 25 years. I use the Park daily, and I’m 
interested in being part of its growth and innovation in any way that I can. I thought 
what better way to do that than to be on the Community Resource Group.  

• I’m also currently the president of a condo board near Keele and Sheppard. I’ve 
been following the development of this park since Maria Augimeri was Councillor. 
I’m looking forward to having a park that is connected, available to all, with lots of 
natural habitat for the wildlife, and most of all safe. I’m also a mother to a son with 
Asperger’s, high-functioning autism, so I can offer a little bit of that aspect as well. 
He uses the Park quite a bit. I’m looking forward to seeing where this goes and 
having conversations about how we move forward from here.  

Individual 
member 
Rina Taddei 

• I’ve lived in Downsview 55 years, almost my whole life – in fact, I went to St. 
Jerome’s and York University. I live in the DUKE Heights area and I think that I 
connect with many of you in many ways through my life. 

• My objective here is to help make Downsview not just a destination for local 
Torontonians and our community, but also help it be placed on the international 
map. Because at the end of the day, if we make this a great place that people want 
to come and visit, they will want to come and spend money and time here. So if we 
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Member About you/your organization and your/your organization’s interest in participating 
all do our homework, collaborate, and make it a great place for everybody - that will 
make it an international place to travel to.  

• During my day job, I work for an airline. I’d like to help bring ideas from different 
parts of the world to our Downsview and make it a great space. I’ll continue to live 
here, probably for a very long time, and my kids – I’m hoping – will have a great 
space to call their own. As well, I represent the Italian community. A lot of Italians 
built the homes around the area, and I want to bring a little bit of la dolce vita to 
Downsview.  

Individual 
member 
Veronica Allen 

• I was born and raised in Toronto, and I moved to the area not that long ago. I’m 
interested in seeing how the plans for development are unfolding and am hoping 
that the plans will come to fruition and standards from other cities are brought 
forward to the development here. I don’t want to see another Liberty Village with 
insufficient schools-to-people ratios, and I’m hoping to have great and thoughtful 
planning in the area.  

Mississaugas of 
the Credit  
Fawn Sault 

• I currently work as Consultation Coordinator and I’m Acting Director of the 
Department of Consultation and Accommodation for the Mississaugas of the Credit 
First Nation. We have been talking and consulting with Northcrest and Canada 
Lands.  

• I’m here because I’d like to see where everybody sits. I’d like to hear what everybody 
has to say about this development. We don’t always get to do this as a First Nation 
with Treaty Rights. I see anywhere from 80-180 notifications come across my desk 
in a month, so we don’t always get a chance to hear what the public or what other 
groups are saying about certain developments. So this is an opportunity I wanted to 
take to just meet everybody and see where you’re all at.   

Indigenous 
Facilitator 
Bob Goulais, 
Nbisiing 
Consulting 

• I coordinate Indigenous engagement as a means for providing opportunities for 
First Nations, Métis, and Inuit communities, as well as communities that live, work, 
and play in the city, to contribute to this process.   

• Most planning processes, and the Planning Act, refer to consultation with 
stakeholders and audiences with particular interests. But we recognize that First 
Nations are far more than stakeholders. They have Aboriginal Treaty Rights that are 
protected under Section 35 of the Constitution, so the term Rights Holders is more 
accurate and more respectful of First Nations governments.  

• Fawn, on behalf of the Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation, is the government of 
their people, and protected under that section of the Constitution. I do want to 
recognize that it’s an important show of respect to offer the opportunity to sit here, 
bring transparency, and create a vibrant forum for dialogue between Indigenous 
folks and folks in the community. It’s great to be a part of this and I wish everyone 
well – thanks, miigwetch. 
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3. REVIEW OF THE TERMS OF 
REFERENCE 

 

Nicole (CRG Facilitator) reviewed the Terms of 
Reference (TOR) and asked if anyone had any 
questions about it. None were raised. She 
described the opportunity for the TOR to evolve 
over time, and encouraged people to share their 
thoughts if/when they think it would be useful to 
consider updating the document. 
 

4. PRESENTATION FROM 
NORTHCREST AND CANADA LANDS 

 

Chris Eby from Northcrest and Martin Ennis from 
Canada Lands provided a brief overview of work 
completed to date. See attachment 3 for the slides 
shared with CRG members. 

5. PRIORITIES 
 

Northcrest and Canada Lands asked CRG 
members to identify what their priorities are for 
the CRG process and/or the future of these lands. 
Priorities shared by CRG members included: 

• Ensure that the consultation related to the 
future of these lands will continue over the 
long term and that this is reflected in the 
longitudinal timeline for the project. This is 
particularly important given the long timeline 
for this project and our recent experiences with 
events related to residential schools, George 
Floyd, and others which have shown us how 
important it is that these conversations 
continue (and not just die, as is often the 
tendency), and their connections to political 
conversations.  
 

Martin from Canada Lands noted that the 
Official Plan Amendment process is typically 
about 24 months long, with discussions getting 
more granular and refined as the project gets 
closer to putting shovels in the ground. Chris 
from Northcrest emphasized that the 

landowners are long term stewards of these 
lands and agreed on the importance of 
continuing the discussions. Nicole (Facilitator 
from Swerhun Inc.) identified the Community 
Context Study completed by the Centre for 
Connected Communities as a source of 
recommendations that can inform a 
longitudinal approach. 
 

• Create a data trust to hold the research and 
learnings from the site. This includes giving 
thought to how structure, codify and capture 
learnings that the community could access 
into the future (which is much easier when this 
is embedded in contracts). 
 

• Bring consistency to how publicly accessible 
spaces are managed. This is important so that 
different owners don’t do things in fragmented 
ways. 

 

• Ensure we don’t forget, in this process, how 
well we have been doing and recognize that 
things don’t happen overnight. Antonius 
Clarke made this point, and also encouraged 
the group to remember that it takes 40 years of 
hard work to be considered an overnight 
success. Antonius also added that for the 
African Caribbean community, it’s important 
that he has been at the Park for 16 years, and 
met a person like the late Dr. David Bell here 
(and many others), who he looks up to. He said 
that there’s been a contribution by Canada 
Lands – a long lasting one – for the community. 
And that while there’s always work to do, and 
to improve, that can happen in baby steps 
rather than leaps and bounds. He also said 
that it’s important to acknowledge that that 
there have been many accomplishments 
already to date. 

 

• The Park is not only the highest point of 
Toronto geographically, it also should 
maintain its status as the intersection 
between the past and the future, the spiritual 
and the cultural, the tech and the 
environment, the individual and the family.  
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This point was also made by Antonius and 
supported by others in the group. He said that 
based on the presentation shared today, these 
things are being preserved somewhat, but we 
shouldn’t lose how important it is to show 
distinction as we merge different things 
together. There’s a cross section between the 
heritage and the future, and we shouldn’t lose 
the heritage. There used to be space for 
veterans and there was also space for the 
aerospace museum – the Avro Arrow was 
invented here in Downsview Park and it found 
it’s home here – and these things should never 
be forgotten. As we discuss gentrification, it’s 
important to recognize that we’ve already lost 
things like the aerospace museum because of 
the need for space. It’s political, of course, but 
a part of developing means making tough 
decisions.  

 

• Communities change over time, and we must 
continue to review our priorities in an 
ongoing way. They need to be revisited 
because communities change and evolve and 
there’s no way we’ll be able to understand 
today what’s going to impact us 30 years from 
now. There may be a need, for this incredible 
opportunity that we have here – called 
Downsview – to fulfill some community needs. 
My hope is that just as municipalities revisit 
Official Plans every 5 years, and community 
plans every 5 years, we set up a similar 
process where the community is asked for 
input on an ongoing basis – from 
commencement to the end product.  

 

• Prioritize smart planning – making sure 
things are connected, creating a 15-minute 
community that’s walkable and bikeable, 
and filling the gap for resources that we’re 
low on in our community – spaces where 
people can meet and connect. Have visible 
connections to history sprinkled around 
community. Provide proper access to the east 
and west side of the rail line because it’s a 
barrier right now. Think about safety, proper 

lighting, innovative technology, and building 
materials. Create something that’s beautiful, 
nice to look at, that uses sustainable products 
and can withstand the weather conditions. 
Identify what we can bring to this area that’s 
so unique that people will want to come here. 

 

• Expand food production opportunities on the 
site to help address food insecurity – one of 
the biggest issues in the area. There’s a group 
that’s on the property on the corner of Keele 
and Sheppard – the Toronto Black Farmers – 
they have an urban farm. They’re an amazing 
group of folks that help us out quite a bit by 
producing food that’s grown locally and 
distributed to those in the community who are 
food insecure. I’m hoping we can expand that 
a bit more where we can have multiple plots of 
land where we can continue to grow food 
locally and that the benefits are that it’s 
locally grown, helps most needy in the 
community, and in terms of climate change – 
we’re not shipping food in from all over the 
world, we’re growing it locally – which is a 
good selling feature and a good story and it 
can actually do some good for community 
members where they’re getting involved locally 
and learning about the environment and local 
issues. I think we need to keep this on the table 
and try to expand that. 
 

Emily from Urban Strategies Inc., the planners 
retained by Northcrest and Canada Lands to 
support the creation of future plans for the 
site, noted that the team has heard about the 
need for food, and healthy food, through the 
id8 Downsview engagement process that 
informed the making of the Official Plan 
Amendment application to the City. As a 
starting kernel of a thought, we made sure that 
in the draft policies that we put forward to the 
City – that we’re proposing would govern the 
development of these lands over time – we 
made sure that parks and open spaces can be 
used for the growing and selling of food. We 
understood that many people had faced 
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challenges when trying to create community 
gardens or food plots in parks in other places 
in the city, and we want to establish that as a 
policy direction for these lands right at the 
outset. Hopefully through conversations with 
this group and others, this policy will find its 
way into the final version that goes to Toronto 
City Council for consideration. 

 

6. OTHER QUESTIONS AND 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

• What does the federal development process 
look like? Martin from Canada Lands 
explained that even as an Agent of the Crown 
for the federal government, we follow all of the 
local municipal and provincial processes. 
There is no short-cutting, there are no federal 
mandates that we use to supersede these local 
processes.  

 

• Social Planning Toronto event on November 
10, 2021 – Social Planning Toronto has been 
working with the Toronto Community Benefits 
Network (TCBN) to convene a stakeholder 
mapping event on November 10, 2021. We 
wanted to reach out to more people who don’t 
know about the development and who else we 
should be engaging with. 
 

• Toronto Council Fire event on November 4 
and 5, 2021 at Nathan Philips Square – 
Council Fire is hosting their Third Annual 
Legacy Gathering, an event honouring 
Residential Schools survivors and celebrating 
Indigenous Culture. I hope you can all make it 
out.  

 

• Northcrest submitted Site Plan Application 
for Film Studio on October 25, 2021 – You 
may have heard about Northcrest’s plans to 
create a very large film studio campus on the 
Bombardier site. We announced it around 
Canada Day – it’s incredibly exciting – once 
built it will be one of the largest production 
facilities in the country and it will employ 

thousands of people, and film is an important 
industry to Toronto. Just yesterday, we put in a 
Site Plan Application to the City of Toronto, 
which allows them to approve, or not approve, 
or modify what we’re proposing before we get 
underway with construction. We anticipate 
that construction will take about a year. We’re 
able to move this quickly because this land is 
zoned for employment use, so this is what they 
call an “As of Right” use. We’re excited to get 
underway with this because we see it as a big 
part of building that future employment 
district. You may see some coverage in the 
coming days about that, and I wanted you to 
hear it from us first. 

 

• Art installations in Downsview Park – 
Northcrest and Canada Lands have done these 
as part of the Year of Public Art, and we’ve 
added to that with something called 
Downsview XOXO.  We have two art 
installations right now – a mural with the 
incredible story of Ulysses Curtis who is the 
Jackie Robinson of professional football and 
went on to become a teacher and an educator 
in Downsview. He’s an incredible story that we 
want people to know about – sometimes we 
don’t do a good enough job of telling our own 
stories. There’s a mural on the side of the 
Firehall. We also have an incredible Wind Rose 
at the top of the mound which you may have 
seen – blue flags and incredible Indigenous 
flags as part of that – tell your families. We 
think it sends an important signal of how we’re 
going to approach our work on the site, 
prioritizing arts and culture and making a 
great place and is essential to all of the future 
development work. Please tell your friends, 
families, and communities about this. 

 

• Site tour – Northcrest and Canada Lands are 
tentatively looking at Saturday, November 20, 
2021, for a half-day tour with the CRG from 
mid-morning to mid-day. An email will follow 
with additional details. 
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7. WRAP-UP AND NEXT STEPS 
 
The Facilitator let participants know that it is 
always humbling to be with such great people, 
and that the draft meeting summary would be sent 
to all participants for review before being finalized 
and posted online at id8downsview.ca. If there is 
anything anyone would like to add or share, they 
were encouraged to stay in touch. The next CRG 
meeting will very likely be in early 2022.  
 
Northcrest and Canada Lands thanked everyone 
for taking the time to participate and said that 
they’re both looking forward to meeting everyone 
in person on November 20.  
 

ATTACHMENTS 
 
ATTACHMENT 1. Agenda 
 
ATTACHMENT 2. Participants 
 
ATTACHMENT 3. Slides shared by Northcrest &  

   Canada Lands 

 
 

 



ATTACHMENT 1: Agenda 
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iidd88  DDoowwnnssvviieeww  CCoommmmuunniittyy  RReessoouurrccee  GGrroouupp    
Meeting 1, Tuesday, October 26, 2021 
5:00 – 7:00 pm  
(via Zoom: https://swerhun.zoom.us/j/83550763976)  

  
 
  

MMEEEETTIINNGG  PPUURRPPOOSSEE::  
    
•� To welcome and introduce 

Community Resource Group 
(CRG) members to each other 
and to the Northcrest and 
Canada Lands teams working 
on the id8 Downsview process 
 

•� To review the CRG Terms of 
Reference and go-forward 
process 
 

•� To understand the most 
important priorities for CRG 
members related to id8 
Downsview  

 

MMaatteerriiaallss  ddiissttrriibbuutteedd  iinn  aaddvvaannccee  
ooff  tthhee  mmeeeettiinngg  ffoorr  CCRRGG  mmeemmbbeerr  
rreevviieeww::  
Framework Plan here  
Public Briefing presentation here 
Public Consultation Strategy 
Report here 
 
OOtthheerr  rreessoouurrcceess::  
www.id8downsview.ca  
 
�

PPRROOPPOOSSEEDD  AAGGEENNDDAA  
  
55::0000    LLaanndd  AAcckknnoowwlleeddggeemmeenntt,,  IInnttrroodduuccttiioonnss  aanndd  

AAggeennddaa  RReevviieeww  
Swerhun Inc. and All 
  
Share your name, the organization you are 
representing on the CRG (for organizational 
members), and why are you/your organization is 
interested in participating in the CRG process 

  
55::4455  CCoommmmuunniittyy  RReessoouurrccee  GGrroouupp  PPrroocceessss  

Swerhun Inc. 
  
55::5555    EEnnggaaggiinngg  IInnddiiggeennoouuss  CCoommmmuunniittiieess  

Bob Goulais, Nbisiing Consulting  
  
66::0000  OOvveerrvviieeww  BBrriieeffiinngg  

Northcrest and Canada Lands 
  
66::1155    FFaacciilliittaatteedd  DDiissccuussssiioonn  

 
What is the most important priority for you for 
the CRG process and/or the future of these 
lands? 
 

66::5555    WWrraapp--UUpp  aanndd  NNeexxtt  SStteeppss  
•� Interest in a site tour 
•� Upcoming public engagement activities 
•� Next CRG Meeting (early 2022) 

  
77::0000  ppmm  AAddjjoouurrnn    
�



ATTACHMENT 2: Participants 
 
The 40 people who attended this meeting are identified in bold in the table below, including 
24 CRG members, MP Ya’ara Saks, the Mississaugas of the Credit, 6 people from the 
landowners (Northcrest and Canada Lands), and 8 others.  Note that some organizational 
members of the CRG have only identified a main representative, and for this reason, there are 
some organizations where an alternate is not named.  
 

Role Organization (if any) Name 
CRG 
Members 

31 Division Community Police Liaison 
Committee 

Mark Tenaglia, Lily Wong (alternate) 

Centennial College *Shannon Brooks, Steven Iczkovitz (alternate) 
Main contact was updated follow Meeting 1 to Andrew Petrou 

Condo Corp MTCC 1275  Lisa Robles, Anita Cayetano (alternate) 
Downsview Lands Community Voice 
Association 

Rosanna Iaboni, Josie Casciato (alternate)  

DUKE Heights BIA Joe Pantalone, David Hertzman (alternate) 
FIT Community Services Antonius Clarke, Paul Dunn 
North York Arts Cecilia Garcia, Christina Giannelia 
North York Community Preservation Panel Geoff Kettel, Alex Grenzebach 
Our Greenway Conservancy Darnel Harris, Diana Guzman Porras (alternate) 
Social Planning Toronto Israt Ahmed, Jim Huh 
St. Jerome Catholic School Parent 
Council 

Adriana Aviles 

Tahj Consulting Symone Walters 
TTCriders Michael Arkin 
Walk Toronto Sonali Praharaj 
Wilson Village BIA Anthony Rossi 
York University City Institute Nombuso Dlamini, Frederick Peters 
Individual member Veronica Allen 
Individual member Dale Burnette-Splude 
Individual member Kim MacNeil 
Individual member Mike Ruffolo 
Individual member Rina Taddei  
Individual member Ben West 

Ex-Officio Office of Member of Parliament MP Ya’ara Saks, Allessandro Giugovaz, Mark 
Kachuck 

First Nations Mississaugas of the Credit Fawn Sault 
Convenors Northcrest Developments Chris Eby, Derek Goring, Ian Hanecak, Loren 

Shore 
Canada Lands Company Manon Lapensee, Martin Ennis 

Consultant Urban Strategies Inc. Emily Reisman 
Indigenous 
Facilitator 

Nbisiing Consulting Bob Goulais 

Facilitation Swerhun Inc. Ruth Belay, Yulia Pak, Nicole Swerhun 
Guest Council Fire Native Cultural Centre Theo Nazry 

 



ATTACHMENT 3: Slides shared by Northcrest and Canada Lands
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Community 
& Stakeholder 
Priorities
FEEDBACK FRO M  RO UNDS 
O NE, TWO  AND THREE

Public Policy 
Priorities
TO RO NTO  CITY CO UNCIL-ADO PTED 
PRIO RITIES AND PO LICIES

NORTHCREST & CANADA LANDS

Landowner 
Priorities

VIBRANT, RESILIENT & HEALTHY

Complete 
Communities

55

%

1. Work together & with the community 
to improve outcomes and quality of life in this area of 
Toronto for existing and future inhabitants, through 
inclusive and responsible planning processes

2. Reflect what makes Toronto great, 
respecting Indigenous culture and traditions, the area’s 
industrial, arts, and innovation legacy, and our diverse, 
multi-cultural landscape

3. New public spaces that feel inclusive, 
informal, and local places for fun, friends, and family, 
rooted in nature and complementing Downsview Park 
(which will remain at its current size)

4. Ensure that sustainability, resilience, 
equity, and inclusion are embedded in 
everything we do

5. Strive to ensure all people have opportunities 
to thrive here – regardless of age, income, or 
background – through access to jobs, training, quality services, 
healthy food, recreation, and am enities

6. Work to design places that focus on the experience of 

pedestrians and cyclists, that are interconnected & 
accessible, and that integrate urban and natural 
environments in City Nature

7. Build new neighbourhoods thoughtfully , 
collaboratively, and increm entally by listening, talking, and 
working together

66

OUR IMPERATIVES

&
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WHAT ARE WE PROPOSING?
Connected, complete 
communities that  make full use 
of existing transit stations.
HOW ARE WE GOING TO DO IT?

By taking a thoughtful, step-by-step  
approach to creating new 
neighbourhoods,  prioritizing community 
and collaboration.

33
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PROCESS
Where we are

30+
YEARS

Decades-long 
Downsview
redevelopment 
process

WE’RE
HERE

44
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Artist renderings, for illustrative purposes only

1 0 0  ACR E S O F  
N E W PAR K S & 
O PE N  SPACE S

A N E W O N - SI TE  
CO M M U N I TY  
CE N TR E

R E U SE  O F  
H E R I TAG E  
B U I LDI N G S

I N DI G E N O U S 
PE O PLE S,  H I STO R Y  
& LI V I N G  CU LTU R E

A N E W STAN DAR D 
F O R  U R B AN  
DE V E LO PM E N T

TH O U SAN DS O F  
N E W J O B S

N E W R AI L 
CR O SSI N G S &
N E W STR E E TSN E W STR E E TS

N E W H O U SI N G  
SU PPLY

R E I M AG I N I N G  
TH E  R U N WAY

CO M F O R TAB LE  
SCALE

Over many decades the proposal will deliver:

99

#

! id8D ownsview C ommunity Resource 
G roup 4x / year

! Public townhalls 2x / year
! Ongoing public engagement:

! District Planning

! E nvironmental Assessments

! M ississaug as of  the Credit and other R ig hts 
H olders

! I ndig enous voices 

! Af rican,  Carib b ean and B lack communities 

! Y outh & many others 

! C lose collaboration with the C ity of 
Toronto

1 01 0

ONGOING ENGAGEMENT:

$%
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DOWNSVIEW 
TOGETHER

id8 downsview
Public Briefing
October 2021

id8 

!

291

520

A BIG OPPORTUNITY
Context

22

Total Study Area in Acres

CLC Downsview Park & Park 
Commons Area in Acres

LEGEND

id8 Downsview Study Area
CLC Downsview Park & Park Commons Area
Surrounding Context 

"
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CONNECTING FEEDBACK TO DECISIONS

Ou r  p r o p o s a l  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  h a s  b e e n  i n f o r m e d  b y  w h a t  
p a r t i c i p a n t s  t o l d  u s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p r o c e s s .  
H e r e ’ s  a  s n a p s h o t  o f  w h a t  p a r t i c i p a n t s  s a i d  i n  R o u n d  T h r e e :

! O v e r a l l , t h e r e w a s a l o t o f s u p p o r t f o r t h e p r o p o s e d v i s i o n e l e m e n t s – r e n d e r i n g s w e r e
i n s p i r i n g , i d e a s a m b i t i o u s & e x c i t i n g

! S o m e  s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t  a f f o r d a b l e  h o u s i n g ,  o t h e r s  c a u t i o u s

! S o m e  s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t  t a l l  b u i l d i n g s  a n d  d e n s i t y  ( e s p e c i a l l y  c l o s e  t o  t r a n s i t  s t a t i o n s ) ,  o t h e r s  
c o n c e r n e d

! I m p o r t a n t  f o r  N o r t h c r e s t a n d  C a n a d a  L a n d s  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  f u t u r e  d e v e l o p m e n t  w i l l  c r e a t e  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r ,  a n d  i m p a c t s  o n ,  e x i s t i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  a n d  a r o u n d  t h e  s i t e  a n d  c i t y -
w i d e

Our commitment is to continue working together to align our 
plans with the range of priorities that need to be considered.

!

PUBLIC POLICIES, PLANS, STRATEGIES, AND INITIATIVES IDENTIFY 
PUBLIC PRIORITIES

and many others

88
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Submission of O P A  
A pplication to amend 
D ow nsview  A rea 
Secondary P lan

2 0 2 1 2 0 2 2

F all W inter Spring Summer F all

id8 dow nsview  
C ommunity R esource 
G roup meetings

id8 dow nsview  P ublic 
T ow nhall U pdates 

F irst D istrict P lan 
E ngagement
( B o m b a r d i e r  h a n g a r s )

W o r k  w i t h  t h e  C i t y  o f  T o r o n t o ,  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  k e y  s t a k e h o l d e r s  &  o t h e r s  t h r o u g h  t h e  r e v i e w  p r o c e s s

W o r k  w i t h  t h e  C i t y  o f  T o r o n t o ,  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  k e y  
s t a k e h o l d e r s  &  o t h e r s  t h r o u g h  t h e  r e v i e w  p r o c e s s

1111

APPROXIMATE TIMELINE:

$$
T H R E E N E I G H B O U R H O O D S , T H E P A R K , & T H E R U N W A Y

3  Ne w D istricts
D o w nsvie w P a r k ,  &
T he fo r m e r  run w ay …

… R eady for activation !

P HASED DEVEL OP MENT

F I R S T P H A S EF I R S T P H A S E

1 21 2
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VIBRANT
NEIGHBOURHOODS

A MIX OF USES
Supporting 15-m in neighbourhoods

4x m ore em ploym ent and 
com m ercia l space than on the site  
today = lots of jobs

No heavy industry

“It is important to maintain 
employment to provide jobs in 

the area and support other local 
businesses.”
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